First Read: April 14, 2025

F . -ORDINANCE NO. 2025- gS -

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF FAIRFIELD BAY, ARKANSAS
AUTHORIZING MANAGEMENT OF
FERAL CAT POPULATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH
THE FAIRFIELD BAY HUMANE SOCIETY;
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2023-20;
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, The Mayor and the liaison to the Fairfield Bay Humane Society ask the
City Council to consider a management program for feral cats in conjunction with the
Fairfield Bay Humane Society; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the potential limitations of housing stray cats at the
Fairfield Bay Humane Society, in light of the decision announced in 2024 by the Fairfield
Bay Animal Shelter to stop accepting cats under any circumstances, and the reasons discussed
at a number of City Council meetings in 2024; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that stray cats and feral cats continue to be a
problem, and that the problem will only get worse with time in the absence of community
interventions of some type; and

WHEREAS, the Fairfield Bay Humane Society indicates that a "trap-neuter-return
policy (TNR), also known as trap-neuter-release, and spay-neuter-return (SNR)," is a humane
method of controlling stray and feral cat populations in communities, in which free-roaming
cats are humanely trapped, spayed, or neutered, at a veterinary facility, then returned to the
place where they were living; and that TNR is an alternative to other programs that aim to
control free-roaming cat populations, such as trap-and-kill programs and relocation; and

WHEREAS, the City is aware of Ordinance No. 2023-20, in which the City indicated
that abandonment of animals (contrary to the Municipal Code and Ordinances) would be a
violation of Municipal law, and that a TNR program would therefore require approval of the

City Council;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE
CITY OF FAIRFIELD BAY, ARKANSAS:

1. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: Definitions. For purposes of this Section, the following

terms shall have the following meanings:

a.

"Community Cat" shall mean a cat that is abandoned, stray, lost, or feral and
cared for by a Community Cat Medical Caregiver pursuant to this Ordinance.
"Community Cat Medical Caregiver” shall mean a person authorized by the
Fairfield Bay Humane Society, or the appropriate City Animal Control
Authority, who, in accordance with and pursuant to a policy of Trap-Neuter-
Return, provides medical care, to a community cat, while not being considered
the owner, harborer, controller, or keeper of a community cat. Authorization
must be provided in writing, in advance of any provision of medical care.
"Ear-notching" shall mean the removal of the % inch tip of a community cat's
left ear, performed while the cat is under anesthesia, in compliance with any
applicable federal or state law, and under the supervision of a licensed
veterinarian, designed to identify the community cat as being sterilized and
lawfully vaccinated for rabies.

"Trap-Neuter-Return” shall mean the process of humanely trapping,
sterilizing, vaccinating for rabies, ear-notching, and returning community cats

to their original location.

2. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: Permitted Acts. The following actions shall be

permitted in the City in pursuance of a process of Trap-Neuter-Return:

a.

Trapping, by those persons authorized by the Fairfield Bay Humane Society,
or the City Animal Control Authority, for the sole purpose of sterilizing,
vaccinating for rabies, and ear-notching community cats, in compliance with
any applicable federal or state law, and under the supervision of a licensed
veterinarian, where applicable. Authorization must be provided in writing, in

advance of any trapping.

b. Ear-notching: is permitted under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian.



c. Release and Return: An ear-notched cat received by the local shelter will be
returned to the location where:trapped unless veterinary care is required. A
trapped ear-notched cat will be released on site unless vetetinary care is
required. Release and Return of an ear-notched cat pursuant to this provision
of the Municipal Ordinances shall not be considered abandonment under the
Municipal Code and Municipal Ordinances. Release and Return of an ear-
notched cat pursuant to this provision of the Municipal Ordinances shall not be
considered cruelty to animals,

d. Reclaim: Community cat medical caregivers are empowered to reclaim
impounded corpmunity cats without proof of ownership, and without payment
of any fees, solely for the purpose of the implementation of the process of
Trap-Neuter-Return as more particularly provided in this Ordinance.

3. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: Ear-notched cats are not required to have a City license

pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance.

4, NOT TO BE CODIFIED: The City's Ordinances and Municipal Code are amended,
accordingly, on a temporary basis, while this Ordinance remains in effect. Ordinance No.
2023-20, paragraph 4, is amended, accordingly, on a temporary basis, while this Ordinance

remains in effect,

5. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: This Ordinance is a Temporary Ordinance, designed
to help the City manage its feral cat population. The City Council recognizes that it will
take some time to evaluate the effectiveness of a TNR program. Consequently, the City
Council commits to leaving this Ordinance in place for at least two (2) calendar years
from the date of its enactment. The City may revise and make adjustments, as needed,
from time to time, in order to protect the City, its residents, citizens, voters, visitors,

taxpayers, and homeowners.

6. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is necessary for the
efficient operation of Municipal Government, that the THIS ORDINANCE BE‘EFFECTIVE
IMMEDIATELY, in order to facilitate himane management of the feral cat population,
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now, therefore, AN EMERGENCY IS DECLARED TO EXIST, and this Ordinance being
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents,
citizens, voters, visitors, taxpayers, and homeowners of this City, IT SHALL TAKE
" EFFECT AND BE IN FORCE IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS PASSAGE, AND AFTER
THAT DATE.

7. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: If any provision of this
Ordinance, or the application thereof, to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any
reason, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Ordinance,
which shall be given effect without the invalid provision or application,' and to this end the

provisions of this Ordinance are declared severable.

8. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: This Ordinance shall not be codified in the Municipal Code
at this time, as it is a temporary measure designed to provide additional tools to City officials,
and the Animal Control Authority, to help manage the feral cat population in the City.

SO BE IT, CONSIDERED, ORDAINED, AND DECLARED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFIELD BAY, ARKANSAS, ON THIS />~

day of I o , 2025,

APPROVED: /"7 :
Honorable Seth J, Connell f
Mayor
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Honorable Rose M. Ostronic Owen
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