Regular Meeting: January 13, 2025

ORDINANCE NO.2025- 0%
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF FAIRFIELD BAY, ARKANSAS,
REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2023-24
CONCERNING SPENDING AT CAMPGROUND;
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, The City Council previously imposed limits on spending at the
Campground for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2024, in Ordinance No. 2023-24,
passed at a special meeting on October 2, 2023; and

WHEREAS, The City Council in 2024 took extraordinary steps to address the
City's fiscal integrity, including reducing spending for the Mayor's personal office space,
for the Mayor's salary, and for the Mayor's benefits, among other significant spending
reductions, throughout the course of the year; and

WHEREAS, The City Council previously planned and prepared for fiscal
difficulties, required the deposit of certain donated funds in a dedicated account for the
Campground, and assiduously reviewed expenditures at the Campground through the
Budget Committee in 2024 in order to assure sufficient funds would be available for both
2024 and the current calendar year for operation of the Campground by the City of
Fairfield Bay; and

WHEREAS, The City Council, the Mayor, the Acting Mayor (last year) and the
Recorder-Treasurer have additionally reviewed spending at the Campground in 2024,
leading to successful passage of the 2025 Budget, authorizing continued operation of the
campground, notwithstanding some unexplained, unforeseen, and unwelcome spending

in 2024 at the Campground, including the late billing by the provider of trash services for

the entire year, after the November 5, 2024, election; and
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WHEREAS, the City has taken other measures to protect its fiscal integrity,
including other spending reductions in other areas of the 2025 Budget by the City
Council, thereby freeing up funds for payment of 2024 Campground expenses actually
made, even those previously unapproved by the Council; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, at the request of the Budget Committee and the
Recorder-Treasurer, wishes to protect the City's fiscal integrity, and to adhere to the
requirements of Arkansas fiscal-responsibility requirements, even in the face of those
who have asked the City to ignore fiscal responsibility, and consequently wishes to repeal
spending limitations at the Campground that were ignored, in part, by previous
administrations, notwithstanding City Council objections;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR
THE CITY OF FAIRFIELD BAY, ARKANSAS:

i. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: That Ordinance No. 2023-24, imposing limits on

spending at the Campground in 2024, be, and it is hereby, REPEALED.

2. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: The Mayor and the Recorder-Treasurer be, and they
are hereby, AUTHORIZED AND APPROVED TO TAKE ANY AND ALL
ACTIONS, INDEPENDENTLY, NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS

ORDINANCE IN A TIMELY MANNER.

3. NOT TO BE CODIFIED: EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is necessary for the
efficient operation of Municipal Government that the City clarify the City's
authority to spend Budgeted funds at the Campground in the 2024 fiscal year
ending December 31, as the City prepares to pass its 2024 closing budget

Ordinance; now, therefore, AN EMERGENCY IS DECLARED TO
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EXIST, and this Ordinance being necessary for the preservation of the public
peace, health, safety, and welfare, as well as for the preservation of the City's
fiscal integrity and the Mayor's ability to fulfill the City's duties to the public
and the Corps of Engineers, IT SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT:
IMMEDIATELY UPON AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE, nunc pro tunc to

January 1, 2024,

4, NOT TO BE CODIFIED: SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: If any provision of this
Ordinance, or the application thereof, to any person or circumstance is held
invalid for any reason, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this Ordinance, which shall be given effect without the invalid
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are

declared severable.

IT IS SO CONSIDERED, ORDAINED, AND DECLARED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF FAIRFIELD BAY, ARKANSAS, ON THIS 13"
day of January, 2025, nunc pro tunc to January 1, 2024.

APPROVED: % %

Honorable Seth Connell

Mayor
ATTES]%L M %f/to Q
Honorable Rose M. Ostronic Owen
Recorder-Treasurer
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